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EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL   SURVEY

AGRICULTURE

Agriculture dominates the entire economic life of Russia. Formerly
much of the land was turned over to the communal ownership of the
"mir," or agricultural village settlement. Under this system, the scat-
tered strips assigned to the individual peasant might be taken away
from him and assigned to someone else at any time. Consequently he
was interested only in immediate yields, and not in the future fertility

Hand agriculture is still common in many sections of Russia. (H. J. Smith.)

of the land. The high taxes which were imposed only emphasized this
condition. Natural conservatism, combined with the lack of knowledge
and capital, resulted in backward methods and the absence of ma-
chinery and fertilizers. As a result, the yield per acre was extremely
low. The holdings of each family amounted to only a few acres, and
these were constantly being reduced in size by the rapid increase in
population. So small were the farms that many peasants were con-
stantly on the verge of starvation, and an unfavorable season resulted
in widespread suffering and death. Such was the picture of most of
agricultural Russia prior to the World War, and such is the picture
of much of it today.

Beginning in 1928, the government established numerous large